
RESURRECTION LUTHERAN – CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

November 15 – 6:30P 

(Due to snowy weather conditions this was a Zoom meeting.) 

 

Present: Ron Reichert, Steve Wohlfiel, Pastor Mary, Sue Koloske, Jim Bendtsen, Larry Gnatzig, Margo Greer 

Absent: April Guenther, June Gumm, Brenda Skelton, Brad Nelson, Debbie Kainz 

Ron Reichert called the meeting to order at 6:33p 

 

AGENDA 
 

Devotion – Jim Bendtsen 

The theme for his devotion was Thanksgiving. He shared what came to his mind when he thinks of Thanksgiving. We 

shared our stories about the day and then he read the history of how the day came into being a national holiday.  
 

10/25/2022 – Minutes  

Change Ron to absent. Minutes approved.  
 

Buildings and Grounds  

From Ron, the sign that Sue donated will be installed with Andy’s help. Snow plowing was confirmed.  
 

Reports Additions 

One addition from Sue about sponsoring three blood drives in the coming year, the next one being in January 17. She 

will confirm and ask the secretary to put it on the calendar.  

 

SOS Warming Room is established as in Steve’s report, the first on being December 20.  
 

Treasurer’s Reports Overview/Change in position 

There was further discussion about a non-council member treasurer and the details of how that would work were 

discussed. It will need some fine tuning and Ron will create an accurate description for the treasurer.  

 

Effective when Jim Bendtsen leaves his position, the treasurer will no longer be on Council per ELCA guidelines.  

 

Listening Sessions Update  

Two of three have been held.  

Discussions were held about how we can bring others into the community 

Clarification was made about the possible name change and appreciate the work that has been done. 

Several have made suggestions  

 

Music Director Positio 

The person we interviewed took another position  

Pam is going to direct the choir 

Search continues 

 

BudgetAnnual  

We will need guidelines to bring the budgets forward to the January meeting. 

Pastor suggested to look at our line item to see if the budget should increase by the 13th.  

 

Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting will be on Sunday February 5.  

 

Council Roles 

President – Tom Scherbert contemplating 

Local Outreach – Char Kozlowski interested 

Worship and Music – Anita Marlin – Confirmed 



Council Secretary – April Guenther – Confirmed 

Treasurer - Open 

 

Hopefully outgoing will assist incoming. 

 

New Business 

No New Business 

 

 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:47P with the Lord’s Prayer.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Larry Gnatzig, Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 
REPORTS 

 

Pastor’s Report – Mary Ubuntu: 

• Our October series, Our Neighbor’s Faith, concluded with a speaker, Mark Levy,  from the Jewish 

congregation, Emanu-El in Waukesha.  Nearly 20 people stayed after worship for conversation with our 

speakers. The feedback has been very positive.  I think much was learned about other faith traditions, and I 

think the speakers took back positive experiences from their time in a Christian community. 

• The corresponding book discussion group will conclude this Thursday evening with a look at Hinduism.  While 

no Hindu speaker was part of our series, the group was enthusiastic about meeting for this final chapter. 

• The Confirmation students have also been studying world religions during this time and have brought real-life 

experiences and questions to the table. 

• We have had a very active fall with speakers/gatherings on nearly every Sunday after worship.  The current plan 

is to receive new members on December 11; it is a “free” coffee hour in which we can welcome these members 

and celebrate their presence with us!! 

• Mid-week Advent services will begin on Wednesday, November 30 at 7:00pm and continue through December 

14.  Linda Jakubowski will be leading these for us. 

• Our Kids Christmas Program will be held on Sunday morning, December 18 at 10:00am.  As a part of the 

program, all “little ones” (ages 3 and under) will be asked to be brought forward as “gifts”.  The only costume 

requirement for you parents and grandparents to keep in mind is that each child needs to have a “bow” on them 

somewhere.  I am not sure how many “gifts” will be present, but it could be around 8-10!  Older children will 

have speaking parts in the program. 

• The Longest Night service will be held at 6:30pm on December 22.  Christmas Eve worship will be at 5:30pm 

on December 24, and Christmas Day worship will be at 10:00am on December 25. 

Pastor Mary Ubuntu 

 

Hospitality – Larry Gnatzig 

No Report 

Larry Gnatzig 

 

Building & Grounds – Brad Nelson 

• The mowing for the season has been completed and the lawn mower has been put in winter storage and will 

have yearly maintenance service. 

• The painting of the Nativity Scene figures will be worked on the weekend of November 19 and 20.   

• The barnwood artwork is going to be put up above the sanctuary doors.  I have asked Andy Toth to help me 

with that task.   

• I will be double-checking with last year's plowing company to confirm their schedule with us on November 

14.  I have already reached out to them with a positive response on Facebook.   

• Brad Nelson 

 

Worship & Music – April Guenther/June Gumm: 

No report. 

June Gumm 

April Guenther 

 

Local Outreach/Stewardship – Sue Koloske: 

• We continue to work with Journeys School - on Oct. 30th, Pastor Mary & I volunteered at their annual 

fundraising walk and on Nov. 8th we had 3 people volunteer at the school.   Our next scheduled day at Journeys 

is Tuesday, Dec.13th from 1:00 - 3:00. 

 

• Stewardship packets were mailed on Nov. 1st and included an envelope for one-time special gifts for our 

Mission Partners (along with pledge cards & Time and Talent sheets for 2023).  These will all be brought to 



church on Nov. 20th for Harvest Sunday.  We will have representatives from our 4 partners with us after service 

on Nov. 13th to share about their programs and how RLC helps. 

Sue Koloske 

 

Education – Margo Greer:  

• All slots are filled by congregants for this year's (2022-23) online Learning Together's story oral reading. I am 

happy to have pursued this new approach and am looking forward to continuing the change in the future.  

Margo Greer 

Congregational Life – Brenda Skelton/Debbie Kainz:  

• Naming Project 

• The graphic designer, Jennifer Cooley of Luxe Design, is on hold for further work (we have paid $750 

of the up-to-$2,000 approved amount). 

• Please keep in mind that any of her initial designs can be adapted to accommodate the 

council/congregational decision on what the external brand identity will be.  

• November 20th: Potluck & Pie Auction (proceeds to benefit Outreach Ministries) 

• Sign-ups on-line are scarce but will stop by church to log in the sign-ups on the sheets in the narthex. 

(We just returned from being out of town.)  

• Will plan for what food needs to be provided by RLC to supplement member sign-ups (e.g., hot ham and 

rolls, etc.) 

• Following the potluck meal, we will have an old-fashioned pie/dessert auction of home-baked desserts 

to raise additional funds for Outreach. (Those who buy the desserts can choose to take them home or 

serve them there.) Larry Gnatzig has agreed to be the auctioneer.  

• Other upcoming Congregational Life events (that we have on our radar screen, to be confirmed): 

• Children's Christmas program - date? - typically coffee, milk and cookies served 

• Longest Night Service - date Dec. 22? - usually warm beverages and cookies served 

• Annual Meeting refreshments - date Feb. 5? - cider, coffee, doughnuts  

• Training Manual for new Congregational Life council meeting being created:  

• To replace the "binder" lovingly created by past CL chairs (Barb LaSee, Pat Marohl and many others), 

Debbie and I will be creating a basic how-to binder covering all the known Congregational Life events, 

including funerals.   

• This will be completed by the time the new term begins, and others with long history at RLC will be 

consulted to ensure it is as complete as possible, but much institutional history, photos, etc., were lost in 

the previous transition. 

Brenda Skelton 

Debbie Kainz  

 

City Outreach – Steve Wohlfeil: 

• S.O.S. (SHARE OUR SUPPER) 

A group of 11 RLC folks prepared + distributed 40 bag lunches on 11/9 -11.  Each bag includes 2 meat + cheese 

sandwiches (ham + turkey), a fruit, chips, cookies, a breakfast bar + water.  While the Warming Room (see next 

item) is open (December - March), we'll being doing S.O.S. every other month (December + March). 

• WARMING ROOM  

The Divine Intervention Ministry to the Homeless WARMING ROOM at Tippecanoe Presbyterian Church, 

which was closed for 2 years because of COVID, provides 20 Guests overnight housing along with potluck 

dinners served family style, support of 2 nightly Overnight Hosts, guidance of a nightly staff, pastoral care, as 

well as connections to Social Services through Community Outreach Healthcare Clinics.  The WARMING 

ROOM opens December 1st + closes March 31st. We currently have 3 RLC folks signed up + trained to each 

serve 2 nights a month as Overnight Hosts.  Our plan is to serve the potluck dinner 1 night a month.  The upside 

of this for RLC is that we get to eat + interact with the guests.  Sally Weiland will coordinate this. 

• HUNGRY HEARTS 

Another ministry of our partners at Divine Intervention -- continues to serve 300 restaurant-prepared meals 

every Saturday morning in the neighborhood around Hephatha Lutheran (18th + Locust). 

Steve Wohlfeil 



 

Youth:  

No report  

Financial Reports – Jim Bendtsen: 

Attached reports 

1. October 2022 Income and Expense Statement 

2. October 2022 Balance Sheet 

3. October 2022 Cash Flow Snapshot 

4. October 2022 Fund Balances (special request from last month) 

 

• a $6000 transfer from our Mission Investment Fund to our Associated Bank checking account happened on 

10/26/22.   

• after the last Council meeting, I added a column with the annual budget to make the Cash Flow Snapshot more 

meaningful. 

• Synod Guidelines do not require that the Treasurer be an officer or Council Member. I recommend that the 

Council be open to making this a non-council position to aid in succession. 

• my understanding is that the Financial Secretaries record all ACH revenue to the General Fund, unless 

contributors communicate their specific intentions.  

• there are some discrepancies between the Fund Balances report and the Power Church reports.   This needs 

further investigation.   After last month’s Council discussion, I conducted an internal audit regarding 2022 

restricted fund activity and am fairly certain that the October 2022 Fund Balance report is accurate.   With 

specific regards to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, as of 10/31, we have deposits of $2500 and disbursements 

of $9450 in 2022.   Please note that there was a positive balance in this fund coming into the year.    

• I have marked up the Power Church reports with an “x” where I know the figures are not correct.   I continue to 

work with Power Church support to figure out what is causing these reporting issues.  I am a little bit over my 

head in this area, full disclosure. 

• I plan to begin the budgeting process soon for the coming year and Annual Meeting. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


















