November Week 1, 2025 Learning Together

Children

Our story this month is one from the very end of the Old Testament. The Old Testament is
the first part of the Bible that was written about people and events before the birth of Jesus.
The New Testament is the second part of the Bible that was written about people and events

after Jesus was born.

Now is the time to find a quiet, comfortable place to listen to "Get Ready!" being read to you
out loud by clicking on the file above. Close your eyes and try to imagine the pictures as you

listen.

Many of God's people from Israel were held as slaves in Egypt for over 400 years. They were
forced to work in the fields, to make adobe bricks, and to build cities. Finally, they were freed
by Moses, who led them back home to Israel. Do you remember the story of Moses parting the
Red Sea so the people could escape the Egyptian soldiers? Then, after many years of living free,
it happened again when a big army came and destroyed their temple and gathered the people up,
making them live in a far away place named "Babylon.” Finally, the people were freed to return

home again, but it was hard for them to get used to what a "normal” life could feel like again.

To help these former slaves return to normal life, Nehemiah, the governor, and Ezra, a
priest and a scribe (a person who could read and write), thought that what they needed to do
first was to gather these people together to give a sermon on God's rules and the

commandments given o Moses.

But as the rule reading went on and on, the former slaves became more and more upset as
they realized that they hadn't been living the way God had taught them. And now God was going
to be angry with them, and that made them start to cry.

Ezra saw the people’'s tears brought on by the rule review. Suddenly, he stopped talking in
mid-sentence and told everyone that they were going to have a party to celebrate their returnl

No one expected Ezra to say that, but he did!



Adults

We can read the history of the Bible - from early manuscripts to the many versions, and

over 2500 language translations, that we have today.

The 66 books of the Bible were written over 1,500 years by more than 40 authors and
present a cohesive picture of God's epic rescue plan for humanity. The last book of the first
part, known as the Old Testament, was finished about 330 years before the birth of Jesus
Christ, the founder of Christianity. The second part of the Bible - the New Testament -
focuses of Jesus' life and the early Christian Church. It was finished around 90 AD. The
structure of the Bible that we have today was finalized around 400 AD, although it was more

than a thousand years before it was available to ordinary men and women in English.

For centuries the only Bibles were handwritten in Latin, but the invention of printing in the
15™ century, and the drive to translate the Bible into other languages, changed everything.
Pioneers were determined that the book, which is the foundation of the Christian faith, should

be available to all.

This ambition was and still is dangerous. The first man to produce a printed New Testament
in English, William Tyndale, was executed for his work. Many people have risked jail for
smuggling Bibles into countries where it is banned by the authorities. Even today, possessing a

Bible is illegal in some parts of the world.

Children and Adults

You and everyone in your family, and of course any friends, are invited o attend our next
Learning Together Gathering on November 30, 2025, at our church from 11am-12pm. Normally
Learning Together would meet on November 23, but that is our church’s holiday pie social. You

are cordially invited to both events!

Our gathering routine is to begin with a tasty treat, the oral read and discuss the story,

followed by a craft, and closing with a prayer. We have fun and learn a lot. All our welcome!



~This Week's Prayer~

Many thanks to You, our dear Lord, that we live in a free
country where anyone can own or read The Bible.
We pray that soon everyone everywhere will be able fo do the same. Amen

Enjoy the last of our fall color,

Margo Greer



