November Week 2, 2025 Learning Together

Children

The first direction, as you can guess if you have been here before, is to relax, find a comfy
chair, and oral read the story yourself, or maybe you can read it out loud to a friend or a family
member. Hmm, it would also be fun to take turns oral reading. Pictures, or illustrations, are
always important to look at carefully because there is SO much to learn about the story from

them

When we last left Ezra, Nehemiah, and the people of Israel who were former slaves, they
were just starting their celebration party. Everyone was invited. Special food and drink were
prepared and served fo everyone. Ezra and Nehemiah wanted everyone to be joyful and happy,

relaxed and thankful for a whole week! Yes, a whole week!

During the party, Ezra lovingly reminded the former slaves of all that God had done for
them in the past, including saving them from slavery, and
that God would continue to love His people with a Never
Stopping, Never Giving Up, Unbreaking, Always and
Forever Love. Ezra's message cheered everyone, and all

their hearts were made happy and grateful! But there

was morel

God had a big surprise that He wanted to share. He, for centuries, had been promising all His
people that He would send His own Messenger and Rescuer to save them, and now that would

happen VERY SOON!
I+ was WONDERFUL to hear such news! They needed to get ready!

Who do you think the Messenger and Rescuer will be? Whether you know the answer to that

question or not, our last lesson of this story next week will explain it all.



Adults
The history of the Old Testament

The first five books of the Old Testament are the foundations of the Jewish faith and
central to Christianity. It's thought that the main author was Moses, a significant leader of the
Jewish people who brought them out of slavery in Egypt. He wrote down the laws given to the
Jewish people by God - including the Ten Commandments. A later book of the Old Testament,
Joshua, refers to ‘the Book of the Law of Moses’. Other writings gathered together the oral

stories passed down for centuries, which make up the first few chapters of the Bible.

Some of the books of the Old Testament ook many years to come together because they
documented events over centuries. The Old Testament not only includes historical accounts but
poetry, songs, wise sayings and the writings of prophets. The authors wrote in ink on specially
prepared animal skins which were rolled up into scrolls. Because these deteriorated over time,

writers (scribes) made exact copies and destroyed the old ones.

It's thought that the Jewish leader Ezra collected the various writings together after the
Jewish people returned from exile in Babylon. The content of the Old Testament was agreed in
290 BC about 40 years after the last book was written, although there is evidence that the

order of the books has changed a little.
The Dead Sea scrolls

For centuries, the oldest manuscripts of the Old Testament still in existence were copies
dating from the 9™ century AD. Then in 1947 hundreds of ancient leather manuscripts were
discovered in jars in a cave at Qumran north of the Dead Sea. These were far older - dating
back to the 15" century BC. The collection included complete copies of Old Testament books.
Scholars noted there were some slight differences between the newer versions they had been
using and some of the older versions found at the Dead Sea. Some versions of the Bible, like the

King James Version, don't take these older versions into account. This is part of why at



Resurrection, we suggest using the New Revised Standard Version (Updated Edition) - the
NRSVue. This takes into account all the small changes...but don't worry..none of the big stuff

was under debate!
The history of the New Testament

The last 27 books of the Bible, known as the New Testament, were written over a much
shorter period by fewer people. The first was begun around 50 AD; the last finished in 90 AD.
Consensus was quickly reached that the four Gospels that we have now should be the only
official ones. By the 2" century, the Gospels, the book of Acts and Paul's 13 letters were being
circulated around Christian churches. Gradually other writings were considered for inclusion in

the list of scriptures.

By around 200 AD there was consensus about the list, and it was finalized at church
conferences around 400 AD. By now scrolls had been replaced by books. But adding the 27
books to the agreed Old Testament was only giving official approval o what Christians had

believed for some time.

Thousands of New Testament manuscripts still exist. The oldest fragments date back to 130

AD; the oldest complete scripts are from 350 AD.

Children and Adults

You and everyone in your family, and of course any friends, are invited to attend our next
Learning Together Gathering on November 30, 2025, at our church from 11am-12pm. Normally,
Learning Together would meet on November 23, but that is our church'’s holiday pie social. You

are cordially invited o both events!

Our gathering routine is to begin with a tasty ftreat, then oral read and discuss the story,

followed by a craft, and closing with a prayer. We have fun and learn a lot. All are welcome!



~This Week's Prayer~

We are grateful that every Sunday is a
party for you, and that no matter where we are, we can
celebrate You and Your greatness. Amen

Remember to say your prayers,

Margo Greer



