
 November Week 3, 2025 Learning Together   

Children 

     Now is the time to ease back and refresh your memory of our story, pages 170-175, by 

choosing which way you would like to reread it.  

     In our story this month, there are two very important ideas I wish to remind you of.  

     The first important reminder is that our God has a Never Stopping. Never Giving Up, 

Unbreaking, Always and Forever Love for us, His people. It has been His way in the past, it is 

His way this very moment, and it will be His way forevermore. 

     The second important reminder is that God had for centuries been 

promising His people through prophets like Noah and Moses that He would 

someday send someone who would rescue us from our sin and the devil.  

     And who will the Rescuer be?? (drumroll) The Rescuer will be Jesus, who 

will within 33 years die on a cross to pay for our sins and earn our way into 

heaven! 

     In the second before Jesus’ birth, we find ourselves in the Old 

Testament time. In the second after Jesus’ birth, we are in the New 

Testament.. 

Adults 

The early history of the Bible in English 

     Missionaries brought Christianity to what is now known as the UK long before the Norman 

invasion of 1066. But their Bibles were handwritten in Latin and accessible only to the educated. 

Bede, a monk and historian from Northumberland, first translated the Gospel of John into Old 

English in the 7th century. 

     The first complete Bible in English was produced in the 14th century by John Wycliffe, a 

master at Oxford University. This upset the authorities. In 1408, a new law banned anyone from 

translating or owning any part of the Bible in English without permission. 

     The invention of printing was a crucial turning point. William Tyndale was determined to 

produce a Bible in English but the restrictions in England forced him abroad. His New 

Testaments were printed in Germany and smuggled into England in bales of cloth, but he was 

arrested by the authorities and executed. 



Henry VIII and the King James Bible 

     The hostile situation changed. When the Church of England was created under Henry VIII, 

he agreed to the printing of Bibles in English. Then, in 1538, he commanded that every parish 

church have a whole Bible in English. 

     Another significant step came after James I became king in 1603. It was decided that a new 

translation should be produced, building on the efforts of Tyndale. Fifty scholars worked on it. 

The result was the Authorized Version – or the King James Version. It is still available and 

widely held to be a great piece of literature. 

More versions and translations 

     Many versions of the Bible exist now. Scholars have gone back to old manuscripts to produce 

more exact translations. New versions have been produced with more contemporary styles of 

language. The Bible has now been translated into more than 2,500 languages so that billions of 

people around the world can read it in their mother tongue. There are multiple versions online 

and downloadable audio versions. There is even an Emoji Bible. But whatever the format, the 

Bible remains the most popular book ever produced. 

Children and Adults 

     You and everyone in your family, and of course any friends, are invited to attend our 

Learning Together Gathering on November 30, 2025, at our church from 11am-12pm. Normally, 

Learning Together would meet on November 23, but that is our church’s holiday pie social. You 

are cordially invited to both events! 

     Our gathering routine is to begin with a tasty treat, then oral read and discuss the story, 

followed by a craft, and closing with a prayer. We have fun and learn a lot. All are welcome!   

~This Week’s Prayer~ 

Thank you, dear Lord, for sending  

us our Rescuer - Jesus! 

Remember the importance of kindness,   

Margo Greer 


