Children

I begin our lesson today by asking you to find a comfy spot fo listen to our story
being read out loud to you. Close your eyes and imagine the pictures you see in your
mind as you listen.

Inastory from the Old Testament
that we have already read and
discussed, we learned about a man
named Abraham and how he and his wife
Sarah prayed and waited a long,long
time for a promise of a son. God had
promised them a son, and many years
later, Isaac was born. Well, of course,

Abraham loved Isaac very much because
he had waited for this son for a long time. We know from the Bible that Issac was
very special to him.

Well, one day God came to Abraham and said, "Abraham, I want you to take your
son Isaac, that son that you waited for, that I gave you, that is your only son who
you really, really love. I want you to take him and I want you o go and sacrifice him
and kill him."

This request was absolutely astonishing fo Abraham. I mean, how could God
possibly want Abraham to kill this promised son? It didn't make sense. How would
God keep His promise to Abraham that Issac would father many descendants if
Isaac was dead? None of it made sense, no sense at all. He KNEW that he could
trust God, that God would keep his promises and be faithful, but he didn't
understand WHY God was asking him to do this. It was a hard and horrible and
painful thing, but he knew he needed to put God first, that he needed to love God
before all else, even his son Isaac.



Adults

No matter how hard he tried, Abraham surely could not make an ounce of sense
of it. It was baffling. He couldn't have misheard God - although he probably wished
he had. God had told him plainly; Abraham was to take his only son Issac, the son
whom he loved, the son of promised descendants, and offer him as a burnt
offering. It made no sense.

Part of God's instructions was to travel to Moriah and sacrifice Isaac there.
This painful journey was both a blessing and a curse. Moriah was several days away
- it gave time for Abraham to process God's command and to brace himself for
what he would have to do. It also gave him time with his son. It was surely an
excruciatingly painful journey. Every step he took was one step closer to the
inevitable.

Can you imagine what that journey was like for Abraham? Can you imagine what
his heavy heart surely felt like? How hard he must have tried to hold back the
tears from flowing? Perhaps even struggling to contain anger against God that may
have been welling in his soul?

It would be a soul-searching time indeed to process such a request.

Children and Adults

You and everyone in your family, and of course any friends, are invited to attend
our Learning Together Gathering on January 25, 2026, at our church from 1lam-
12pm. Our gathering routine is to begin with a tasty treat, then oral read and
discuss the story, followed by a craft, and closing with a prayer. We have fun and
learn a lot. All are welcome!

~This Week's Prayer~

I pray that I remember I can

trust God to care for me. Amen

Have a happy and safe week,
Margo Greer



