
Children 

     It is time to review “The Present.” Please open your book to page 62 and read 

for yourself this unusual story. Check out the pictures (illustrations) that go along 

with the story. Remember that if you don’t have your own book, listen again to the 

video-recorded oral reading provided for you. 

     So Abraham took Isaac and they went up 

onto a mountain and Isaac said, ‘You know, Dad, 

we’ve got wood here, we’re getting ready to 

make a fire, but where’s the animal that we’re 

supposed to sacrifice on the fire?’ And 

Abraham took Isaac and tied him to the wood 

and just as he was getting ready to do the 

most horrendous thing he could think of doing, 

kill his own beloved Son, God sent an angel who 

said, ‘Stop, Abraham, don’t do it, don’t kill Isaac, don’t hurt him.’ And then suddenly 

there appeared in the thorns a ram, which is a boy sheep with horns, and this ram 

was given by God to Abraham to sacrifice on the altar instead of his son Isaac.  

     God loved Abraham and Isaac, and God didn’t want Abraham to really kill his 

son, but He wanted Abraham to trust Him, to believe in His promises, that His 

promises would be fulfilled no matter what, and that His instructions could be 

followed even if they sounded very strange or even impossible or painful or 

sacrificial or foolish. Abraham knew that he could trust God. 

Adults 

     We cannot forget that the people we read of in the Bible were real people with 

real emotions. Abraham wasn’t a superhero, although the Jews in Jesus’ day sort of 

thought he was. No, Abraham was a normal man. He was a father. And God had 

called him to do the unthinkable. We read in Hebrews that Abraham believed that 

God could raise Isaac from the dead, and that is indeed amazing faith. But think 

about it: Abraham would have still had to plunge the knife into his son. How could 

that not haunt Abraham for the rest of his life? Even if God raised Isaac from the 



dead, that moment could never be undone. It’s not hard to imagine Isaac would 

have never let Abraham forget. “Hey, dad. Remember that time you tried to kill 

me? Yeah, now about that new robe I saw at the mall…”   

Children and Adults 

     You and everyone in your family, and of course any friends, are invited to attend 

our Learning Together Gathering on January 25, 2026, at our church from 11am-

12pm. Our gathering routine is to begin with a tasty treat, then oral read and 

discuss the story, followed by a craft, and closing with a prayer. We have fun and 

learn a lot. All are welcome!   

~This Week’s Prayer~ 

Thank You for loving us. Help us to love You  

and to put You first in our lives. Amen 

Remember to say your prayers,   

Margo Greer 
 

 

 


