Lesson 3 follows.
Children

Please reread "The Present" story on pages 62-69. The pictures or illustrations
in the story are meant to help you better understand what this story is teaching
us, so take the time to check them out.

Abraham showed he was willing to sacrifice his only son. God wanted to know for
sure that Abraham would choose to do this. It proved that Abraham loved God
without question and was willing to suffer if God decided it should be so.

You see, God totally loves us without question. He puts us before anything and
was willing to become a man, Jesus, and die in our place. So we can put God first in
our lives because we know how much he loves us, how much he cares for us, and how
he puts us first. He loves us so much that he died for our sins so we can love him in
return.

We can be thankful for this, and we can put him first, loving him first. That
means that yeah, sometimes we might have to be willing to give something up or
sacrifice something we love, but it means that we love God even more and that we
know we can trust him, that when we put him first and we pray, we read our Bibles,
we go o church, we put those things ahead of the things that might just sound fun.
And when we love and serve him, he will bless our lives too.

Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son. God actually did sacrifice His Son for
us.

Adults

Genesis 22 describes what is considered to be one of the most difficult,
baffling things God has ever called one of His people to do. Yet, Abraham is not
alone. Yes, God called on Abraham to do something rather extreme, but the same
God calls on us to do difficult, baffling things too.

We are to forgive all who wrong us, no matter what. We are to love
unconditionally. We are to be scandalously generous with our time and possessions.
We are to die ourselves. We are to live for eternity rather than today.



Here's what we have to understand: the Bible speaks far more of the suffering
we will experience as followers of Christ than the comfort. We aren't promised
easy lives as Christians. But what we are promised—what we can know for sure—is
that God will not call on us to experience anything more difficult than what He has
experienced, that He will always be with us, and that there is purpose in all He calls
oh us to do, even if we cannot see it.

This is the great take-away for us from this account in Genesis 22. Abraham
was willing to sacrifice his one and only son but did not have to. God, on the other
hand, was not only willing to sacrifice His Son but He did. That is the love that He
has for us! And it is because of that love that we can trust Him, even when what
He tells us to do doesn't make sense at all.

Children and Adults

You and everyone in your family, and of course any friends, are invited o attend
our Learning Together Gathering on January 25, 2026, at our church from 1lam-
12pm. Our gathering routine is to begin with a tasty treat, then oral read and
discuss the story, followed by a craft, and closing with a prayer. We have fun and
learn a lot. All are welcome!

~This Week's Prayer~

Dear God, I thank You for sacrificing

Your very own son, Jesus, for me! Amen

Remember to show your kindness,
Margo Greer



